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(Calendar Of Events WHITESIDE COUNTY SPELLING BEE )
January The 19th annual Whiteside County Spelling Bee will be held on

1  New Year’s Day; a legal
school holiday

S Meeting The Challenge XI
Sauk Valley Com. College

9  Vision and Hearing
Montmorency School

10 Vision and Hearing
St. Mary’s School

11-12
Vision and Hearing
Jefferson Grade School

15 Martin Luther King, Jr.
birthday observance; a
legal school holiday -
ROE closed

18-19
Vision and Hearing
Challand Junior High School

23 Vision and Hearing
Rock Falls High School

24 Monday Math - Number
Sense - ROE, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

25 County Tech. Coord.
1:00 p.m., ROE

28 Commemorative school
holiday honoring
Christa McAuliffe

31 Monday Math
Measurement - ROE
8am. -4 p.m.

March 24, 2001 at Morrison Jr. High School. The district coordinators’
dinner meeting will be held at the Morrison Country Club in Morrison
on January 4, at 6:00 p.m. to discuss this year’s bee and distribute mate-
rials. We anticipate another fine competition and wish all of the students
good luck as they prepare for their district competition.

4TH & STH GRADE CONTIG COMPETITION

April 24, 2001 is the date for the annual CONTIG math competi-
tion for area 4th and 5th grade students. It will be held at Southside Ele-
mentary School in Morrison at 6:30 p.m. This fun math game challenges
students to use a combination of mathematical operations using three
numbers from rolled dice to cover “contiguous” numbers on a game
board. Each district may send two 4th graders and two 5th graders to the
county competition. Information has been sent to each district. For addi-
tional information, contact Lorna Engwall at the Regional Office.
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SERVICES

* Laminating - If you would like
to laminate your school materials,
etc., stop by and use the laminating
machine. Cost is $.50 per foot. If
you would like our office to do the
laminating for you, the cost is
$1.00 per foot.

* Ellison Letter Machine - You
may use the Ellison letter machine
either at the office for $2 per use or
may pick up the machine, use it off-
site for $10 per day, and return it.

* Consultations - If you have
questions pertaining to: (1) school
improvement, assessment, quality
assurance, REI, gifted, please con-
tact Betty Clementz; (2) scientific
literacy, please contact Paul Can-
non; (3) Adm. Academy, please
contact LeRoy Hooks; and (4) tech-
nology, retired professional service
core, contact Gary Steinert.
Although LeRoy and Paul are not
in the office on a full-time basis, we
will be sure to get your questions
answered. Please do not hesitate to
call if you have questions.

* Even Start Family Education
Program - Even Start is an individ-
ualized, home-based family educa-
tion program that brings parents
and children together in learning. If
you know of a family that has a
parent who wants to work towards
a GED or improve English as a
Second Language skills, has a child
between birth and seven years of
age, and lives in Whiteside County,
please give the office a call and ask
to talk to Mary Gospodarczyk.

Children of Veterans Scholarships

Application materials have been received from the University of Illi-
nois for the Children of Veterans Scholarships for the 2001 fall term. One
scholarship may be awarded in each county to a child of a veteran of
World War 11, the Korean Conflict, the Vietnam Conflict, and the South-
west Asia (Persian Gulf) Conflict (a possible four scholarships per
county).

The scholarship is a four-year (consecutive) tuition waiver at the Uni-
versity of Illinois Urbana-Champaign campus, the Chicago campus, the
Medical Sciences Center, or the Springfield campus. It covers tuition for
undergraduate, graduate and/or professional studies.

Application forms for the scholarship and information regarding such
are available from the high school counselors and from the Regional
Superintendent’s office, 815/625-1495; or may be viewed on line at
<www.whitesideroe.org>. Applications, a photocopy of the DD Form
214 (see note on application) of the veteran parent, and ACT scores are to
be returned directly to the Student Financial Aid Office of the University
of Illinois any time before March 15, 2001. All candidates will be noti-
fied of decisions by May 1, 2001.

The recipients will be selected in the following order: child of a
deceased veteran, child of a disabled veteran, or applicant having the
highest ACT composite score. Contact this office for an application or
additional information.

ILSI: Website for Illinois School Improvement

Educators, as well as members of the public, have access to a web-
site which shows how well schools perform academically and how they
compare to other similar schools around the state. This website is ILSI
<ilsi.isbe.net>. The information at this site will enable educators to ana-
lyze their ISAT achievement data and give them information about
resources and practices they can use to improve teaching and learning.
All information is based on achievement in the Illinois Learning Stan-
dards. Take a look at the site and start to look at the data for your school.
You will find the site is one to use in the preparation of your school
improvement plan.

Illinois Government in Action

Pians are to broadcast the floor sessions of the Illinois House of Rep-
resentatives in live video and audio via the internet. Students may be
interested in viewing some of the more interesting debates such as those
bills affecting schools and students for example. Anyone wishing to be
tipped off a day or so in advance of the likely time for floor action on
interesting bills should e-mail a note to that effect to isns @aol.com.When
the legislature reconvenes in 2001, students will be able to witness gov-
ernment in action at www.legis.state.il.us. j
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Meeting The
Challenge XI

What an opportunity  to
attend a conference, at Sauk Valley
Community College, that will pro-
vide curriculum and hands-on
projects in the fine arts areas of
music, dance, theatre, and visual
arts! This is the 11th year of a con-
ference which draws participants
from around the state.

The emphasis this year is on
hands-on curriculum. There will be
21 presenters providing workshops
in silk painting; Native American
ledger art, batik; wire sculpture;
simulated stained glass windows;
handmade paper projects; basic tips
for directing musicals; lighting and
special effects; calligraphy; cre-
ative composing using computers;
rhythm and movement in the class-
room; and the list of topics contin-
ues into addressing the Illinois
Learning Standards of the fine arts.
These 90-minute workshops are
offered to assist regular classroom
teachers to prepare a fine arts unit
of curriculum, as well as the fine
arts teacher to enhance the curricu-
lum already in place. Recent
national reports have supported the
value of fine arts in the curriculum.

If you need a brochure, con-
tact Betty Clementz at the Regional
Office. Mark Friday, January 5,
2001 on your calendar as a work-
shop teachers in your building
should attend. There is definitely
something for everyone!

StarNet
These Tapes Are For You

Programs that have been taped in December for your use in class-
rooms and for your professional development include the following
titles:

Professional Development: (Most are two-hour programs.)
Religion and the Public Schools Part 2

Real Coaching: Sport Physiology

Promoting Instructional Coherence

Real Coaching: Sport Pedagogy and Sport Physiology: Drugs, Alco-
hol, and Nutrition

Tech Zone: Part 4

Apples Magazine: Part 4

Student Enrichment: (Most are 30 minute programs.)
Wetland Wonders Part 2

HEB Treehouse: Celebrating the Circle of Life

Cat Paws: Tiger by the Tail

HEB Science Quest Biology: Voyages

Colonial Williamsburg: The Case of the Shuttered Room
HERB Science: Curing and Caring

Any of these tapes are available for check-out for two weeks by
contacting Betty Clementz at the Regional Office. Summaries of the
programs are sent to building principals monthly for posting. Check
these summaries for the contents of any program listed above. Any pro-
gram may be requested in advance of the taping to be placed on reserve
for you. Just send in the Request To View Form which was included
with the summaries sent to all building principals and district technol-
ogy coordinators.

Computer Software Training

Classes in Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Windows, and the
internet for half-day, full-day, and evenings have been completed by
many educators and persons from the public during the first semester.
These classes, with Nancy Slonneger as instructor, have been well -
received and will continue in the second semester. As in the first semes-
ter, the decision to hold the class will be decided by the number of reg-
istrants one-week in advance of the offering. A complete description
and schedule of the classes and times to be offered in February - May
will be sent to the attention of your building principal and/or technol-
ogy coordinator. This is a great opportunity to increase your computer
skills in a small class with individual attention. If you have any ques-
tions when the registration materials arrive, call our office.
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