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/Calendar Of Events

December

1 Vision and Hearing
Riverdale School
3 Illinois Statehood Day
5  ESL/Bi-Lingual
Educators (NIU)
9 am. - 2 p.m., ROE
4-5 Vision and Hearing
Washington Grade School
6 Vision and Hearing
St. Andrew Grade School
7 Pearl Harbor
Commemorative Holiday
8  Vision and Hearing
Rock Falls Middle School
12-13
Vision and Hearing
Merrill Grade School
14-15
Vision and Hearing
Rock Falls Middle School
19  County Tech. Coordinators

1:00 p.m., ROE
22 Hanukkah
25-26
Christmas Vacation
Regional Office Closed
January
1 New Year’s Holiday
Regional Office Closed
HOLIDAY HOURS

This office will be closed for Christ-
mas on December 25 and 26. The
office will also be closed on January
1 for the New Year’s holiday. Hours
for December 27, 28, and 29 will be

@0 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Meeting The Challenge XI: )
Fine Arts Conference For All

What an opportunity to attend a conference, at Sauk Valley Community
College, that will provide curriculum and hands-on projects in the fine arts
areas of music, dance, theatre, and visual arts! This conference draws partici-
pants from around the state. The emphasis this year is on hands-on curriculum.
Fifteen presenters will be providing workshops in silk painting, Native Ameri-
can ledger art, batik, wire sculpture, simulated stained glass windows, hand-
made paper projects, basic tips for directing musicals, lighting and special
effects, calligraphy, creative composing using computers, rhythm and move-
ment in the classroom, and the list of topics continues into addressing the Illi-
nois Learning Standards of the fine arts. These 90-minute workshops are
offered to assist regular classroom teachers in preparing a fine arts unit of cur-
riculum, as well as to assist the fine arts teacher in enhancing the curriculum
already in place. Recent national reports have supported the value of fine arts in
the curriculum. If you need a brochure, contact Betty Clementz at the Regional
Office. Mark Friday, January 5, 2001 on your calendar as a workshop teach-
ers in your building should attend. There is definitely something for everyone!

Master’s Degree In Elementary Education

Northern Tllinois University has agreed to begin a Master’s Degree in
Elementary Education starting the summer of 2001 and ending by spring, 2004.
They will offer one course per semester and two each summer, located in the
Sterling area. There will be no comprehensive exam required, but there will be
an action research project in lieu of the exam. There will be an organizational
meeting in early February.
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SERVICES

* Laminating - If you would
like to laminate your school mate-
rials, etc., stop by and use the lam-
inating machine. Cost is $.50 per
foot. If you would like our office
to do the laminating for you, the
cost is $1.00 per foot.

* Ellison Letter Machine - You
may use the Ellison letter machine
either at the office for $2 per use or
may pick up the machine, use it
off-site for $10 per day, and return
it.

* Consultations - If you have
questions pertaining to: (1) school
improvement, assessment, quality
assurance, REI, gifted, please con-
tact Betty Clementz; (2) scientific
literacy, please contact Paul Can-
non; (3) Adm. Academy, please
contact LeRoy Hooks and (4) tech-
nology, retired professional service
core, contact Gary Steinert.
Although LeRoy and Paul are not
in the office on a full-time basis,
we will be sure to get your ques-
tions answered. Please do not hesi-
tate to call if you have questions.

* Even Start Family Education
Program - Even Start is an indi-
vidualized, home-based family
education program that brings par-
ents and children together in learn-
ing. If you know of a family that
has a parent who wants to work
towards a GED or improve
English as a Second Language
skills, has a child between birth
and seven years of age, and lives in
Whiteside County, please give the
office a call and ask to talk to
Mary Gospodarczyk.

StarNet: These Tapes Are For You

Programs that have been taped in November for your use in class-
rooms and for your professional development include the following titles:

Professional Development: (Most are 2 hour programs.)
WIU School Board Training, Parts I, 11, I1I, and IV
Encouraging Student Responsibility

LEP Students in High School

Using Multiple Interactive Media to Foster Motivation and Learning
Tech Zone Part 111

Apples Magazine: Part 111

Advanced Technology Competencies: Part II

Discipline of Students with Disabilities

Religion and the Public Schools Part I

On Common Ground: Equal Footing ESL Students

Real Coaching: Sport Psychology Parts I and I1

Student Enrichment: (Most are 30 minute programs.)
Colonial Williamsburg

HERB Science Treehouse: Powwow

Wetland Wonders

NASA Connect: Geometry and Algebra

HERB Science Quest: Astrology

Any of these tapes are available for check-out for two weeks. A list
and descriptions of all programs for the following month are sent to build-
ing principals. Check these summaries for the contents of any program
listed above. Any program may be requested in advance of the taping to be
placed on reserve for you. Just send in the Request To View Form which is
included monthly with the summaries. If you have any questions or
requests, contact Betty Clementz at the ROE.

Standards Led Classroom Initiative

Five Whiteside County schools have volunteered to participate in the
Standards Led Classroom initiative throughout the 2000-2001 school year.
A two-day training was held in the fall to bring learning teams of 4 - 6 edu-
cators from these buildings to begin the process of aligning curriculum and
classroom assessments to the Illinois Learning Standards. The professional
development materials of Richard Stiggins and Judith Arter are being used
as a guide to discussion of what constitutes sound assessments. The
schools which are participating in Whiteside County are Southside in Mor-
rison, Erie High School, Dillon School in Rock Falls, Challand Middle
School in Sterling, and Prophetstown High School.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY CORNER

Paul Cannon

Science and Math Web Sites To Check Out

http://www.sauger.com/bigriver/index.html This is a sight for the Big River Project 2000. It is a site for
data collection and sharing, on-line correspondence, and on-line research. If your school happens to border, or is

close to the Mississippi River, you may be interested in this on-line project. You will be able to share with
schools from Wisconsin to Louisiana as they focus attention on the “history, human and physical geography,
folklore, biology, geology, and botany of the Mississippi River Region and its cities, towns, and villages.” Par-
ticipants will use the Internet and local resources to learn about topics such as the geography of a particular area
and its wildlife. All schools will then publish their research in a report that will be at the project’s Web site.

http://www.HandsOnPlastics.com/ This is a great 5-8 site which contains background information about plas-
tics, lesson plans, and suggested classroom activities. One such activity introduces students to the recycling pro-
cess through an interactive slide show. The lessons were designed by the National Middle Level Science
Teachers Association and are available in Adobe Acrobat format on the Web site. Supplemental resources, such
as product samples, are also available.

http://butterflvwebsite.com/ Does your class study butterflies? Then here is a Web site just for you. The But-
terfly WebSite is a site where your class can participate with other classes in learning more about the fascinat-
ing world of butterflies. Here you can tour a photo gallery, learn how to plant a butterfly garden, take a field trip,
find a pen-pal, chat with other butterfly-lovers and so much more! Also, you can link to a Canadian School in
Whitehorse, Yukon to view an on-line, third grade project with butterflies. You can watch metamorphosis and
learn about the life cycle of the Painted Lady Butterfly. Among its many pages, teachers will find abundant
teaching resources and curriculum integration ideas. You will find the K-3 Web site at this address: http:/

www.yesnet.vk.ca/schools/jackhulland/projects/butterflies/

http://coolmath4kids.com/ This K-8 Web site should help you prove to your students that math can be fun with
an on-line excursion to Coolmath4kids. The site is packed with games that review the basics of addition, sub-
traction, multiplication, and division, and help students to improve their speed and accuracy. Beyond the nuts
and bolts of calculation, the site poses challenging word problems, focusing on geometry, tessellations, and
fractals. There are also interactive games and on-line calculators and links to other math sites. Good site for stu-
dents to explore for ISAT review.

http:www.sciencemonster.com/ Want to look at the solar system? Want to take a virtual tour of Mars, or take a
star tour? Want to learn about gravity and inertia and participate in an interactive game related to gravity and
inertia. Then check out this Web site! It also has a section that will link you to a large number of other science
related Web sites. A lot of interesting science stuff here.

http:www.earthballoon.com/science.htm This is a resource for teachers and students to find useful informa-
tion in the subject areas of social studies, geography, science, history, K-12 outreach programs, and the environ-
ment. This resource is updated on a weekly basis. Check it out! There is a wealth of resources and links on this
Web site.
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