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/Calendar Of Events

April

5 Daylight savings time begins,
set clocks ahead one hour.

10 Good Friday
11 First Day of Passover
12 Easter Sunday

19-25
National Library Week

19-25
Nationa Volunteers Week

22 Earth Day
22 Professional Sec. Day

22-28
TV Turnoff Week

24 Arbor and Bird Day

Administrators Academy

April 16, 12:00 - 3:30 p.m.
Regional Office of Eduction

Principals: “Lega Updatesin Reg-
ular Education”

Lunch served at 12 noon.

"

Spelling Bee h

The Whiteside County Spelling Bee was held on Saturday, March
28 at Morrison Junior High. After 10 rounds of competition, Lauren Pot-
thoff, eighth grader at Community Catholic Middle School, was
declared the winner; David Verbout, an eighth grader at Community
Catholic Middle School was declared runner-up. For first place Lauren
Potthoff won an expense-paid trip to the National finals of the Scripps
Howard Spelling Bee to be held May 24-30 in Washington, D.C. She
was also awarded the Samuel Louis Sugarman Award - $100 Series EE
U.S. Savings Bond - and Merriam Webster’s Third International Dictio-
nary and its Addenda. As runner-up, David Verbout earned Merriam
Webster’s Third International Dictionary and its Addenda. Third place
went to Karen Davis, a sixth grader at Rock Falls Middle School who
earned a Compton’ s I nteractive Encyclopedia. In fourth place was Rebe-
kah Rudie, a sixth grader at Faith Baptist, who was awarded Merriam
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, tenth edition. Roger Willey, an eighth
grader a Challand Middle School, finished in fifth place and was
awarded a gift certificate from Scripps Howard.

A specia thanks to Helen Blomberg, pronouncer; Hazel Sheets,
recorder; Pam Erby, Tim O’ Brien, and Tim Slavin, judges; and the Mor-
rison School district for the use of their facilities. Local sponsors of the
Bee included our office, the Whiteside County Bar Association, the
Whiteside County Bankers Federation, the Whiteside County Medical
Society, and the Daily Gazette. Thanks to all who helped or contributed
in any way and good luck!
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CONTIG

The Whiteside County CON-
TIG Math Contest was held Thurs-
day, March 5 at Southside School
in Morrison. Eight county schools
participated, each sending the win-
ner and runner-up from the fourth
and fifth grade levels.

Following four rounds of com-
petition, the winners in the fourth
grade divison were Crysta
Pataska, Fulton Elementary Schooal,
first, and Austin Rickels, Southside
Elementary School, second.

In the fifth grade competition,
Andrew Brown, Prophetstown Ele-
mentary School, was the winner,
and the runner-up was Anna Har-
vey, Southside Elementary School.

First place winners received
U.S. Fifty Dollar Savings Bonds
and their names will be engraved
on a traveling plague to hang in
their school for one year. The sec-
ond place winners each received a
1998 U.S. Mint Proof Coin Set.

Judges assisting with the com-
petition were: Ann Russell, Erig;
Connie Andrews, Fulton; Sharon
Kelley, Prophetstown; Angie Hub-
bard, Sterling; Judy Johnson, Mor-
rison; Gerald Glore, Riverdale;
Annette Hahn, Sterling Christian;
Pam Hoogheem, Unity Christian.

Congratulation to our winners
and a specia thanks to all those
who helped at the local level.

Software Training to be Offered

Training is being offered by the Regional Office of Education in sev-
eral softwares. Thefirst to be offered will be Microsoft Word and Excel.
Training will be planned in three segments: beginning, intermediate, and
advanced. The plans are being made to begin in May after school hours
and will be open to all school personnel, both certified and non-certified.
Registration materials were delivered to all building principals and office
managers on Friday, March 27. The Regional Office plans to offer the
training throughout the summer aswell. If you areinterested in a certain
software to be the focus of a class, please contact Betty Clementz. The
first class of tenisfilled, but classes will continue to be offered aslong as
there is sufficient interest, so please be sure to register now. We are well
on our way to filling the second class.

Career AwarenessTours

Teachersin the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades will be receiving an
invitation to participate in activities planned for June to increase the
awareness of careers available to students and the opportunities for
employment in Whiteside County. Teacherswill be asked to form teams
of 2-3 participants who will visit a retail, service, and industry in one of
the communities of the county. Reportswill be submitted concerning the
information discussed with these employers. Copies of all the reports
will be distributed to all middle schools in the county to provide a source
for continued dialogue between school and community. Number of
teams will be limited in accordance with the amount of the grant. Be
watching for the registration information to arrive in late April.

Ul Technology Classto be Offered in June

The University of Illinoiswill be offering an extra-mural program at
the Regional Office of Education of a one unit (4 semester hours) gradu-
ate level class in the use of technology within the classroom. The dates
for the class will be June 15 - 26. The information and registration forms
were delivered to each school building on March 27. Ask your building
principal for the materialsif you are interested. Space in the classwill be
limited to ten (10) individuals. Any questions, please contact Betty
Clementz at the ROE.
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Science Corner - Paul Cannon

New technologies are changing our society in ways we can only imagine. We must prepare our students by
helping them develop their ability to analyze and solve problems. We aso need to create real world experiences
which enable children to construct their own knowledge and combine this knowledge with what they already
know. Therefore, this month | want to share with you two excellent in-service opportunities that have come to
my attention which may be of interest to you.

The fourth annual CONNECT conference, Building a Web for Successisfocused on how the integration of
mathematics, science, and technology can increase student learning in K-12 schools, two-year colleges, and
four-year ingtitutions. The fourfold theme for this year includes. Curricular Integration, Individual Student
Needs, Teacher Collaboration, and Standards. The conference will be held on Friday, May 1, from 9:00 am. to
2:50 p.m. at the Bone Student Center on the Illinois State University Campus. Sample presentations are:

* “Project Stormfront,” anationa project of infusing telecommunications in an elementary classroom to pro-
mote science learning in the K-5 classroom;

* “Crash Testing and Other Neat Mathematics,” a series of hands-on activities that promote application of
math formulas in high school;

* “Integrated Math, Science, and Technology: Active Learning at its Best,” amiddle school class that uses
hands-on projects to integrate mathematics, science and technology with real-life issues.

Along with numerous handouts on integrating math, science, and technology, participants will be given a
booklet on programs that integrate these three areas throughout Illinois. These handouts will provide useful ideas
with contact names for more information from schools throughout I1linois.

The Midwest Consortium for Mathematics and Science Education/North Central Regiona Education Labo-
ratory’s traveling resource exhibit of curriculum, funded by the National Science Foundation, is coming to this
conference.

The full day of information, all take-homes, snacks, and lunch will cost $45. For more information, contact
Lisa Saunders (essaund@ilstu.edu) or Barbara Sandall (brsanda@odin.cmp.ilstu.edu) or call 1-309-438-7972.
Thisis a great opportunity for some excellent training on technology integration into the Math and Sci-
ence Curriculum.

Gearing Up For Learning isa Summer Workshop to be held on July 28, from 9 am. to 1 p.m. in the Con-
ferencing Unit, lllinois State University, Normal, Illinois. This workshop provides activities which integrate sci-
ence, mathematics, and technology into real life applications. Participants will explore two areas of mechanical
and structural engineering: energy and construction. All activities integrate the LEGO Dacta Technic 1 Simple
Machines and the AIMS Brick Layers guide. Topics will include work, friction, inclined planes, levers, gears,
and wheels and axles.

The cost is $95, which includes a parking pass, a Technic 1 Kit, an AIMS Brick Layers book, and lunch. All
materials and activities are correlated with the National Science Education Standards, Project 2061 Benchmarks
for Science Literacy, and the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics Standards.

Registration forms and additional information are being sent to each district within Whiteside County
regarding these opportunities. Y ou may also direct your questions to Paul Cannon at the Regional Office. Our
number is 625-1495. Or, cal Illinois State University direct at 1-309-438-3089 or e-mail Barbara Sandall at
(brsanda@odin.cmp.ilstu.edu) or e-mail Lisa Saunders at (essaund@rs6000.cmp.ilstu.edu).

N J
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Newsflash! Lego Work-
shop is Planned

The Regional Office has just
received notice of monies to be dis-
tributed in the form of Title Il for the
areas of Math and Science. The
intent is to plan a Lego Workshop
during the summer. All registrations
will need to be submitted by May 29
to guarantee the enrollment to war-
rant the class. Be watching for the
details for registration in the next
newsletter as well as through forms
which will be sent to your building in
early May.

Scientific Literacy
Grant Showcase

A number of schools in White-
side County are presently working
on projects to integrate science,
math, and technology into the curric-
ulum. These projects are being
funded through Science Literacy
Grants from the Regional Office
which were granted on a competitive
basis. These projects will be “Show-
cased” and be available to all teach-
ersin the county on May 13 from 1-5
p.m. at the Regiona Office in Ster-
ling. The teachers involved in these
projects will be present and available
to answer questions during this time.
All teachers and administrators are
invited to stop by the Regional
Office to see what these teachers
have done and to pick up some ideas
for integration of science and math
into the curriculum. More details on
this afternoon of sharing will be
coming to your building during the
early part of April and will be in the
next newsletter as well.

N

Star Net

StarNet is offering a five-part series entitled Assistive Technology in
the Inclusive Classroom during the spring months. The Regiona Office
will be taping these ten (10) hours of programming. The focus will be on
students with hearing, vision, and orthopedic impairments. Topics will
include, but are not limited to, IDEA, policy, |EP forms, terms, prepara-
tion of facilities and environment, planning instruction, stockpiling
resources, using media and technology, and teaching and learning, day by
day. Each program will offer strategies, resources, videotaped case stud-
ies, guest discussions, and onsite activities. If you would like a copy of
this series, please contact Betty Clementz at the ROE so duplicates of the
tapes may be made.

NASA will be providing two 30-minute programs also telecast over
StarNet on April 23 entitled “ Microgravity - Doing Morein Less’. This
program will be in two segmentsfor gradesK - 4 and for grades5 - 8. The
NASA researcher will demonstrate to teachers and students the principle
of microgravity and will participate in classroom activities designed to
demonstrate the effects of microgravity in space. A classroom experiment
from “Fizzy - Tablet Rockets’ will also provide students with the process
of scientific collection and analyzation of data. If you would like a copy
of this program, please direct your request to Betty Clementz at the ROE.

StarNet program schedules for the fourth quarter were mailed at the
end of February to each building principal. Requests to View forms for
tapings are still being accepted for the programs of April and May. All
tapes must be returned at the end of the year to the ROE, according to
our contract with StarNet. Reminders will be sent out in early May to all
persons who have requested tapes throughout the year. If you requested a
tape during the 97-98 school year, please return it with your name for
proper credit by Friday, May 15 to Betty Clementz at the ROE .

Inter nal Review Workshop

Eight districts in Whiteside County participated in a workshop on
March 31 to assist the Internal Review Process which isto beimplemented
in the 1998-99 school year in al schoolsin Illinois. Carol Bea from the
State Board of Education presented the hands-on workshop to teams repre-
sented by teachers, administrators, and community/board members. The
workshop focused on the local districts using many of the items already
available to them, e.g. school improvement plan, mission and goals, demo-
graphics of the district, data from assessments already on file, and goals
for the distict in ashort term and long term plan. Districtsthat participated
are being asked to submit a summary of their internal review process in
mid-June. All team members will be invited to hear the reports. Monies
obtained by the ROE through a grant are providing assistance to offset the
expenses of substitutes or as stipends. School improvement is an on-going
journey: the internal review provides the map of knowing where the
school has been, where it is heading, and how it is going to arrive at that
destination. /
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Foreign L anuage Week:
March 30 - April 3

Foreign language teachers met
to plan activities for a week dedicated
to building an awareness in the
schools and communities of White-
side County of the need and results of
second language acquisition. Plans
were made for activitiesin the schools
during the week of March 30 - April 3
that will include trivia questions of
the day with prizes, displays and post-
ers, newspaper articles, PSAs on the
radio, club activities, and scavenger
hunts for information about who in
each building has studied a language
or traveled outside the United States.
Be watching in your local high school
for the spotlight on these activities.

Fourth Annual TV
Turnoff Week

Governor Edgar has proclaimed
the week of April 22 - 28 asTV Turn-
off Week in lllinois. Parents and edu-
cators are encouraged to turn off the
TV and read. When achild and a par-
ent read together, children learn that
reading is a pleasure, not a chore.
Parents who read to their children and
let their children read to them are set-
ting an example for their children that
will last alifetime. TV Free America,
a national non-profit organization, is
currently looking for 150 2nd, 3rd,
and 4th grade classrooms to use for
their program entitled: “More Read-
ing, Less TV.“ For information, call
Ashley at 202/887-0436. An orga
nizer's kit is also available to your
school, library, or community from
TV Free America for a donation of
$10. Call TV Free America at the
same phone number.

N

lllinois4-H L eadership Convention

Thelllinois 4-H Leadership Convention is sponsored by the University
of Illinois Cooperative Extension Service 4-H program and will be held
June 26-28 at the Springfield Renaissance Hotel.

Delegates at the convention receive training in a number of leadership-
related skills. Teens will be able to select from several sessions to custom
design their own training experience. Sessions include communications
(speaking AND listening); round table discussions in health/medical and
law/law enforcement careers, teamwork, planning community action/ser-
vice programs and more. For registration forms please contact the ROE at
625-1495.

Prairie Preservation Society

The Executive Board of the Prairie Preservation Society of Ogle
County has established a scholarship program for students carrying out
field-oriented studies involving our native plants, animals, their habitats,
soils, and geology.

The awards are for an amount of $300 per project and will be judged
according to specific criteria. The project site should be located within the
Rock River Natural Heritage Corridor. The recipient, working under the
guidance of afaculty member or project coordinator at a a high school, col-
lege, or graduate school, will be performing some sort of experiment or
observation primarily in afield setting.

Scholarship funds may be used in any way that facilitates the timely
completion of the project, including such budget items as travel expenses,
books, supplies, and tuition. A written report of the field research will be
submitted to the Society.

For more detailed instructions and an application, contact Society Presi-
dent Jay Friberg, 1522 Stillman Valley Rd., Oregon, IL 61061, or Society
secretary, Mary Blackmore, 9024 W. Grove Rd., Forreston, IL 61030.

Arts Resource Grants

In 1998-99 the Illinois Arts Council will be offering Arts Resource
grants ranging from $500 - $4000 to schools to support projects that
involve lllinois artists as consultants in planning and development of a
comprehensive fine arts curriculum. This program is intended to assist
schools to meet the state standards for learning and provide local school
improvement strategies for the arts. Current Arts Resource grantees who
have received two or more years of consecutive funding may not apply in
1998-99. Contact Joanne Vena at the IAC offices at (312)814-6765. Intent
to apply form is due by May 1, 1998.

J
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Masters Degree
Program Under
Development

Theregional officeiscurrently in
the process of developing a Masters
Degree Program from NIU to be
offered in the county beginning in the
fall of 1998. The degree will come
from the Department of Curriculum
and Instruction in either elementary
eduction or curriculum development.
If you are interested, please call the
office and voice your interest.

Polaroid Cameras
Availablefor Purchase

The Regiona Office of Educa-
tion has nine Polaroid 600 One-Step
Instammatic cameras for sale at a
price of $20 each. These cameras will
provide immediate coverage of class-
room projects and performances and a
great means of building a portfolio of
student work. If interested, contact
Betty Clementz at the ROE to obtain
one. Orderswill befilled in the order
received.

REI Trainings Conclude

Level | training in REI (Regular
Education Initiative) concluded on
March 3 with activities that summa-
rized means to modify the curriculum,
behavior, environment, and assess-
ments for special needs students. All
activities were based on materials that
are located in the ROE Lending
Library.

Levels |l and |1l REI teams have
received the reimbursement forms for
their mini-grants and the final ISBE
surveys. All materials should be
returned to the ROE to the attention of
Betty Clementz by the deadline of
May 1.

N

Classroom Sets of Books - Lending Library

The Lending Library at the Regional Office of Education has the following class-
room sets of books available for check-out to teachers.

30 Wilder: Little House on the Prairie

30 Warner: Boxcar Children

23 Hunt: Across Five Aprils + video

28 Hawthorne: Scarlet L etter + Teacher’'s Guide
30 Shakespeare:  Hamlet + video

25 American Heritage Dictionary

25 Lee To Kill aMockingbird

28 Coerr: Sadako & the 1,000 Paper Cranes  + lesson plans

23 Ahlberg: Each Peach Pear Plum + Teacher’'s Guide
13 Hinton; Outsiders + Teacher’'s Guide
17 Twain: Adventures of Tom Sawyer + video

If you would like a certain title to be added to the lending library in classroom
sets, please refer all requests to Betty Clementz at the ROE.

Focus On Women

T he American Association of Universi ty Women has offered to contribute

monies to the Regiona Office of Education for the purchase of materials that
relate to the importance of women in politics, government, music, art, business,
professions, women'’s suffrage, etc. If you have any materials that you would like
to have available within the regional office lending library on women, please sub-
mit the names of the books, videos, or software to Betty Clementz at the ROE.
The video “One Woman One Vote” is currently available for checkout.

Home Economics Teachers|n-Service

Six home economics teachers met on March 4 to receive instruction in the
operation and maintenence of the serger machines that are in use in their build-
ings. David Gillette from the Galesburg Sewing Center conducted the training
that focused on hands-on activities to build the comfort level of the participants
with their own brand of serger. Threading the machine, types of thread and
stitches to use, maintenance and adjustments, and projects that are appropriate for
a serger in place of a standard sewing machine were addressed in this two-hour
presentation. The participants also planned topics for in-service in the 98-99
school year.

HELP! CD RomsMissing!

Help! Three CD Roms from the software Creative Writing are missing
from their packages. The recordsin the Lending Library do not show their usein
the past three years, so they would have been checked out from the ESC 8.
Should you locate one of them as you are cleaning out your cabinets and rooms at
the end of the year, please return it to the ROE so all may have accessto its use.

J
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Earth Day |deas

Earth Day is right around the
corner! Let these rich Web sites
help you integrate technology into
your Earth Day activities on April
22. You'll find links to hands-on
Earth Day units designed to help
you and your students “think glo-
bally and act locally.”

URL :http://www.envirolink.org/
earthday/

URL :http://home.dti.net/earthday/
difference.html

URL :http://www.igc.apc.org/
edayforum/ways.html

URL :http://www.cfe.cornell.edu/
EarthDay/organize/organize.html
URL :http://www.cnn.com/
EVENTS/1996/earth_day/
index.html

Economics Poster
Contest

“A Picture is Worth a Thousand
Words’ is the theme for the Sev-
enth Annual Economics Poster
Contest for students in grades 1
through 8. Twelve (12) winners
will each receive a $50 U.S. Sav-
ings Bond provided by Economic-
SAmerica of lllinois.
Announcement and recognition of
winners will occur during May,
1998.

Entries must be postmarked by
April 30, and each teacher submit-
ting entries must include a com-
pleted teacher entry form.

For more information and entry
forms, please contact the ROE at
815/625-1495.

N

Survival Spanish for Educators

Survival Spanish for Educators, the class arranged by the ROE
and offered for three hours of credit through Sauk Valley Community
College, is nearing completion. The participants have progressed in
speaking, reading, writing, and comprehension in Spanish, according to
the instructor, Jenny Garcia-Macko. Plans are being pursued for atrip
to Mexico during the summer to provide the environment for partici-
pants to realize firsthand the level of skillslearned during this semester.
If there is sufficient interest to warrant a second class, the class will be
offered again, either in the summer in compacted form or in the fall
throughout the fall semester. If you are interested in this class, please
contact Betty Clementz at the ROE.

Free Copy of “Bill Nye, the Science Guy”

Every fourth grade teacher will get ahelping hand from Bill Nye,
the wacky, energetic scientist of the 90’s. Intel, agloba computer chip
maker, is funding an effort to send free copies of the 1997-98 “Bill
Nye, the Science Guy” teacher’ s guide to 140,000 fourth grade teachers
in the US. The guide allows teachers to coordinate their lesson plans
with Bill Nye episodes, providing step-by-step instructions for class-
room experiments and imparting a variety of science facts. The pro-
gram has earned six Daytime Emmys and a National Education
Association Award. Contact Jennifer Atkins, Intel Corp., at (408)765-
1310 or e-mail her at this address: jennifer-atkins@ccm.sc.intel.com

Grantsl Grantsl Grants!

The Lending Library at the Regional Office of Education has
subscribed to two publications that present information for applications
for grants. The two publications are: Grants for School Districts Hot-
line and Education Grants Alert, aweekly report on funding opportuni-
ties for K-12 programs. These publications provide information about
public and private funding. Come to the ROE to check out the opportu-
nities for additional funding for your building!
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Unfilled Teaching Positions

2-Psychologists - Bi County Spec. Ed. Cooperative.
Contact Bill Urban, 3807 Woodlawn Rd., Sterling,
IL 61081, 815/622-0858.

Physical Therapist - Bi County Spec. Ed. Coopera-
tive. Contact Bill Urban, 3807 Woodlawn Rd., Ster-
ling, IL 61081, 815/622-0858.

Speech Therapist - Bi County Spec. Ed. Cooperative.
Contact Bill Urban, 3807 Woodlawn Rd., Sterling,
IL 61081, 815/622-0858.

Industrial Arts Teacher - River Bend CUSD #2. Con-
tact Emmett Aubry, prin., Fulton HS, 815/589-3511.
Send application with resume, etc. to Kent Hammer,
supt., CUSD #2, 1110 Third Street, Fulton, IL 61252,
815/589-2711.

Gary J. Steinert

Regional Superintendent of Schools
Whiteside County ROE

1001 West 23rd Street

Sterling, IL 61081

Office Hours:

8:00 am. - 4:30 p.m. Mon. - Thurs.
8:00 am. - 4:00 p.m. Friday

After 4:30 p.m. by Appointment

UNFILLED TEACHING POSITIONS
(Con’t))

Secondary Music (Band, Instrumental, Vocal |nstruc-
tor) - Prophetstown CUSD #3. Contact LeRoy Hooks,
supt., Prophetstown CUSD #3, 310 Riverside Drive,
Prophetstown, IL 61277, 815/537-5101.

H. S. Industrial Arts Teacher - Prophetstown CUSD #3.
Contact LeRoy Hooks, supt., Prophetstown CUSD #3,
310 Riverside Drive, Prophetstown, IL 61277, 815/
537-5101.

Two Kindergarten Teachers, full day programs- Morri-
son CUSD #6. Applications due by April 17 to Larry
Eggleston, supt., Morrison CUSD #6, 643 Genesee
Avenue, Morrison, IL 61270, 815/772-2064.

N

High School Math & Science Teacher - River Bend
CUSD #2. Contact Emmett Aubry, prin., Fulton HS, 815/
589-3511. Send application with resume, etc. to Kent
Hammer, supt., CUSD #2, 1110 Third Street, Fulton, IL
61252, 815/589-2711.

EMH/LD Teacher (One year position) - River Bend
CUSD #2. Contact Jerry Fagle, prin, Fulton Elem., 815/
589-2911. Send application with resume, etc. to Kent
Hammer, supt., River Bend CUSD #2, 1110 Third St.,
Fulton, IL 61252, 815/589-2711.

K-8 Guidance Counselor - River Bend CUSD #2. Contact
Kent Hammer, supt., CUSD #2, 1110 Third Street, Ful-
ton, IL 61252, 815/589-2711.

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage
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High School Math Teacher, 9th grade boys basketball
and other coaching positions possible - Morrison CUSD
#6. Applications due by April 24 to Larry Eggleston,
supt., Morrison CUSD #6, , 643 Genesee Avenue, Morri-
son, IL 61270, 815/772-2064.

Junior High English Teacher - Morrison CUSD #6.
Applications due by April 30 to Larry Eggleston, supt.,
Morrison CUSD #6, 643 Genesee Avenue, Morrison, IL
61270, 815/772-2064.

Fifth Grade Classroom Teacher - Morrison CUSD #6.
Applications due by May 1 to Larry Eggleston, supt.,
Morrison CUSD #6, 643 Genesee Avenue, Morrison, IL
61270, 815/772-2064.

Part-time High School Spanish - Morrison CUSD #6.
Applications due by April 24 to Larry Eggleston, supt.,
Morrison CUSD #6, 643 Genesee Avenue, Morrison, IL
61270, 815/772-2064.




