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Parents As Teachers Resource
Centers and Toy Lending Libraries

The resource centers and toy
lending libraries were very busy in
October. Many of you brought your
children for play time and/or to
check-out toys, games, or books to
enjoy at home. These are great places
to play when the weather does not
permit you to be outside. The en-
closed calendar lists the days and
times the libraries at Merrill and Wal-
lace will be open in November.

If you live in Erie, Morrison,
Prophetstown, or Tampico, ask your
parent educator about lending library
services in your school.

November Group Meetings

Do you know a family who would
like to be part of Parents As Teach-
ers? If so, bringing them to a group
meeting in November would be a
good way to introduce them to the
program.

The parent educators have
planned a variety of activities for
families this month. Take a few min-
utes to read the activity page in this
newsletter and mark your calendar.
You are welcome to attend as many
of the group meetings as you like no
matter which school district you live
in. Our parent/child activities are also
a great way to meet new families.
Hope to see you all there!

Office Phone 625-1495
Library Warm Line 625-6331

November 2006

NEW Early Bird Prekindergarten
Classrooms Opening in Sterling and
Rock Falls Elementary District 13

Rock Falls Elementary District 13
and Sterling Unit S are offering FREE
preschool for children ages 3 to 5.
Some classes have already begun, but
there are still openings available in
these and new classes are set to start
soon. Sterling will also be offering a
bilingual prekindergarten class.

The Sterling classes are located at
Wallace Education Center and in Rock
Falls at Merrill School.

For more information or to set up a
screening for your child, please call
Kim Burge at 625-3000.

Welcome Prekindergarten Families

If you have a child enrolled in one
of the prekindergarten programs in
Whiteside County, you are invited to
attend Parents As Teachers group meet-
ings and borrow items from our toy
lending libraries. We will keep you in-
formed of activities through this news-
letter. You may call Pat at 625-1495 if
you have any questions.
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Helping Your Child Learn in Two Languages

Many families new to the United Slates face an important choice. Should their children focus on
learning only English? Or should the children also be fluent in their home language? Children
who know more than one language often benefit in school and later in life, Also, many parents and
grandparents find that talking to clder children about important life matters is easier if the
children retain their home language skills, Here are some ways that parents have helped young
children keep their home language while learning English in school,

l} Be aware of skills and habits of mind that are important in any language.

¢ Xeep in mind that your preschooler can build good speaking and listening skills and
habits when he listens and talks to people who are fluent in any language. In school,
he will learn from teachers and peers who know English well. At home, you are the
language expert!

¢ Talk with your child in your home language every day so she sees you using words
and gestures with ease. Express feelings and complex ideas. Tell jokes and funny
stories. Let your child see you reading, making lists, and writing notes so she learns
how people communicate through print.

¢ Help your preschooler count, estimate, compare, measure, and solve problems in your
home language so he understands that math concepts are the same in any language.

¢ Nurture your child’s curiosity about the world around her. Use your home language
to help her ask questions, describe things she observes, and make predictions,
Being able to do those things will help her in school.

)} Make your home language the foundation for literacy.

¢ Help your preschooler learn the alphabet and read signs in your home language.
That way, he can begin to understand that letters and symbols have meaning.

¢ Tell stories or read aloud to your child in your home language. Record yourself
reading aloud, so your child can listen independently.

¢ Teach your child songs and musical games in your home language.

s Malke books with your child. Your child can dictate stories to you. You might also
create fantasy tales or books of true-life family stories. Try making a bilingual
dictionary together. Illustrate the books with drawings or magazine cutouts.

)# Stay in touch with preschool staff.
* Let your preschooler’s teachers know that you support your child’s education at
home by reading, writing, and talking with her in the language you know best.
¢ If you have time, offer to help out in your child’s classroom.You might even try
teaching the other children some words and phrases in your home language.

)} Keep in mind that having a bilingual family is not always easy!
¢ Look for support groups for bilingual families in your area. Arrange playgroups or
outings with other families who speak your home language.
¢ Help your child to understand that knowing two languages well will be useful to
him, even if he now feels some peer pressure to speak only English.
¢ Treat language learning as a puzzle your family is working on together.

)} For related Web resources, see “Helping Your Child Learn in Two
Languages” at http://illinoisearlylearning.org/tips.htm.

29 Children'’s Research Center
51 Gerty Dr. @ Champaign, 11, 6 1 820-7469
Telephone:217-333 1386 ¢ Fax:217-244 7732 .. .
Toll-ttoe: 8712153227 (Voico 1Y) linois State Board of Education
Email- iol@uiuc.edu
Internet. hitp.//ilhaoiscarlylearrang.org

For more tip sheets on other topics, please go to http://illinoisearlylearning.org  12/05




Ayude a su hijo a aprender en dos lenguas x$

Muchas familias en los Estados Unidos hacen frente a una decision importante, ;Deberia su hijo
enfocarse solamente en aprender el inglés? ;O deberian los hijos hablar con fluidez la lengua
materna también? Los nifios que saben hablar mds de una lengua frecuentemente tienen ventajas
en la escuela y mds tarde en la vida. Ademds, muchos padres y abuelos han hallado que es mds
facil hablar con los nifios mayores acerca de cuestiones importantes en la vida si los hijos
mantienen la fluidez en la lengua materna. He aqui algunas maneras en las que algunos padres y
madres han ayudado a sus hijos pequerios a mantener la lengua materna a la vez de aprender el
inglés en la escuela. '

X% Esté consciente de las habilidades y hdbitos mentales que son importantes en
cualquier lengua.

« Tenga en cuenta que su hijo de edad preescolar puede desarrollar buenas habilidades y
hébitos de hablar y escuchar cuando escucha a personas que hablan con fluidez cualquier
lengua y conversa con ellas. En la escuela, aprendera de maesiros y compafieros que
dominan el inglés. En casa, justed es el perito!

s Converse con su hijo en su lengua materna todos los dias para que lo observe utilizar
palabras y gestos con facilidad. Exprese sentimientos e ideas complejas. Cuente chistes y
cuentos divertidos. Deje que su hijo lo vea leer, hacer listas y escribir notas para que
aprenda como la gente se comunica a través de la palabra impresa.

¢ Ayude a su hijo preescolar a contar, calcular, comparar, medir y resolver problemas en su
lengua materna para que comprenda que los conceptos matematicos son los mismos en
cualquier lengua.

s Estimule la curiosidad de su hijo acerca del mundo que lo rodea. Utilice su lengua materna
para ayudarlo a hacer preguntas, describir las cosas que observa y hacer predicciones. La
capacidad de hacer estas cosas ayudara a su hijo en la escuela.

)# Convierte su lengua materna en el fundamento de la alfabetizacion.
+ Ayude a su hijo preescolar a aprender el abecedario y a leer rétulos en su lengua materna.
De este modo empezara a entender que las letras y los simbolos tienen significado.

s Cuéntele cuentos o lea en voz alta a su hijo en su lengua materna. Grabese a si mismo
leyendo para que su hijo pueda escuchar de forma independiente.

« Enséiiele a su hijo canciones y juegos musicales en su lengua materna.

s Haga libros con su hijo. Su hijo podria dictarle cuentos a usted. Podrian crear también
cuentos fantasticos o libros de historias de la vida real de su familia. Intenten hacer juntos un
diccionario bilingiie. lustren los libros con dibujos o con fotos cortadas de revistas.

Xi' Manténgase en contacto con el personal del programa preescolar.
¢ Comunique a los maestros preescolares que usted apoya la formacién de su hijo en casa al
leer, escribir y hablar con él en la lengua que usted habla mejor.

s Sitiene tiempo, ofrézcase como voluntario para ayudar en el aula de su hijo. Hasta podria
intentar ensefiarles a los demas nifios algunas palabras o frases de su lengua materna.

ﬁ- Tenga presente que jno siempre es facil tener una familia bilingtie!
+ Busque grupos de apoyo para familias bilingiies en su ciudad. Haga arreglos de grupos de
juego o excursiones con otras familias que hablan su lengua materna.
¢ Ayude a su hijo a comprender que el dominar dos lenguas le sera 1til, aun si ahora siente
alguna presién de los compaiieros hacia hablar solamente el inglés.
» Trate el aprendizaje de una lengua como un rompecabezas que su familia estd colaborando
en hacer.

English Title: Helping Your Child Learn in Two Languages

% 29 Children's Research Center

Bl Gerty Dr. @ Champaign, 1L §1820-7468

Teléfono:217-333-1386 @ Fax; 217-244-7732 lllinois State Board of Education
Gratis: 877-275-3227 (Voz/TTY)

Email; iel@uiuc.edu

Foauiy g.l‘a.(\lrn- P T i
Iaternet: http://illinmsearlylcaming.org

Para mds paginas de consejos acerca de ofros temas, favor de visitar el: http://illinoisearlylearning.org




November Parent and Child Activities
For All Parents As Teachers
and Pre-kindergarten Families

Come Dance!

Date: Friday, November 3

Time: 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Place: Erie Early Childhood Annex

Jennifer Bielema, dance instructor from Morrison, will
bring students to demonstrate some dances, will lead the
children in learning some dance steps, and engage the
families in moving in response to music.

Hosted by Kathy Wolf and Erie Prekindergarten.

Lapsit: Trucks

Date: Thursday, November 9

Time: 10:00 - 10:30 a.m.

Place: Rock Falls Public Library
1007 Seventh Avenue

Lapsit is a playtime designed especially for parents and
children ages 1 - 3. You and your toddler will enjoy songs,
finger plays, a simple activity, and time to share books.

Sponsored by the Rock Falls Public Library.

Family Reading Night

Date: Tuesday, November 14
Time: 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Place: Prophetstown Elementary

Prekindergarten Room
What fun - a night without T.V. ! We will have lots of books
for you and your child to look through and a few other
activities to make your evening together enjoyable.

Hosted by Laura McCullough and Prophetstown
Prekindergarten Program.

Family Reading Night

Date: Thursday, November 16
Time: 6-7pm.
Place: Northside Elementary Prekindergarten

Room - Morrison

What fun - a night without T.V. ! We will have lots of books
for you and your child to look through and a few other
activities to make your evening together enjoyable.

Hosted by Laura McCullough and Morrison
Prekindergarten Program.

Fun With Science

Date: Thursday, November 16
Time: 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Place: Rock Falls Public Library

Come and have fun exploring science. See how you can
eat nails for breakfast or what happens when you put a
raisin in soda! Refreshments will be served.

Hosted by Linda Berentes, Sandy Davis, and Jump Start
Prekindergarten Program.

Dora the Explorer

Date: Friday, November 17
Time: 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Place: Wallace School Gym - Sterling

Find your way to our fiestal Come and make Dora friend-
ship bracelets, star pockets, enjoy a book, play games
and many other Dora activities.

Hosted by Sue Austin, Mary Etnyre, and Debra Jacobs.

Christmas Stories at the Library
Date: Tuesday, November 28
Time: 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Place: Erie Public Library

Join us at the library for story and activity time. Santa will
visit, and milk and cookies will be served.

Hosted by Kathy Wolf and Erie Public Library.




November Toy

Lending Library Hours

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
Wallace
Library
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Wallace Gym
10:30-11:30 a.m.
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Merrill Library Wallace
9:30-11:30 a.m. Library
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Wallace Gym
10:30-11:30 a.m.
13 14 15 16 17 18
Merrill Library Wallace
9:30-11:30 a.m. Library
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Wallace Gym
10:30-11:30 a.m.
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Merrill Library Thanksgiving Thanksgiving
9:30-11:30 a.m. Day Break
Library
Closed
26 27 28 29 30
Merrill Library

9:30-11:30 a.m.
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CANCELLING YOUR HOME VISIT

If you should need to cancel your home visit
due to illness or an emergency,

please call your parent educator as soon as possible.
She will gladly reschedule your visit whenever possible.
If you are not able to reach her at home,
please call Pat at 625-1495
and | will try to contact her for you.
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