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From the Coordinator

Family Reading Night was a big success;
so glad you all could come. Reading reg-
ularly to children is one of the most
important activities parents can do.
Reading instills a love of books and pre-
pares your children for school. Keep up
the good work!

Please check this month’s calendar for
the lending library hours. We will be
closed part of the month for the holidays
and will reopen the first week of January
2001.

The parent educators have planned many
holiday activities for you and your chil-
dren this month. Take a look at the
enclosed schedules and try to set aside
time to attend several. You’ll be glad you
did!

I want to let you know that Child Fair
will be held on Saturday, March 31,
2001 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Sauk Val-
ley Community College. Mark your cal-
endar now, you don’t want to miss this!

Preschool screenings will be coming up
in February and March of 2001. Watch
for more information in the January
newsletter.

Have a safe and happy holiday.

Fun play, important play

“Play is important for children of all

abilities because it lays the foundation

for reading, writing, mathematical
reasoning and creativity.”

--Beth Boosalis Davis

National Lekotek Center

Play has an undeniable influence on
every aspect of a child’s development.

Physical (gross-motor) skills
develop as a child at play learns to reach,
crawl, walk, run, climb, jump, throw,
catch and balance. Fine motor skills (the
use of hands and fingers) advance as he
or she handles playthings.

Mental skills are sharpened through
play that encourages problem solving
and demonstrates cause and effect. Chil-
dren learn about shapes, colors, sizes and
other concepts through play. Language
blossoms as a child interacts with others
and uses words for favorite playthings
and activities.

Learning to follow directions, coop-
erate, take turns, abide by the rules, and
share are important social skills mas-
tered through play.

Play stimulates creativity and imagi-
nation as well, and allows children to
expand the horizons of their world.
When a child pretends to be a doctor, a
teacher, a parent, or a firefighter, he or
she learns that life is full of possibilities
and opportunities. Perhaps most impor-
tant of all, play is fun. Years later, when
we recall our childhood, it is the happy
times spent playing with special people
that we remember most fondly.




Whiteside County Parents As Teachers

December Lending Library Hours

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Erie
The toy lending library
is located in the Erie
Elementary School
Learning Center. The
hours of operation are
listed below.

Morrison
A toy lending library is
available in Morrison.
Please ask Laura about
its location and when
you may use it,

Prophetstown
The toy lending library
is located in the Pre-
school Room. You may
use it any school day
before or after classes
or when you attend an

Tampico
The toy lending library
is located in the Pre-
school Room. You may
use it any school day
before or after classes
or when you attend an

4

Wallace library/center
10 a.m.-noon/Debbie

activity,
5

Erie library 9-10 am.

Merrill library/center
10 a.m.-noon/Linda

Erie library 6-7 p.m.

activity.
6

Merrill library/center
10 a.m.-noon/Debbie

Wallace library/center
3:30 - 5:30 p.m./Janie

7

Wallace library/center
10 a.m.-noon/Mary

11

Wallace library/center
10 a.m.-noon/Debbie

12

Merrill library/center
10 a.m.-noon/Dawn

13

Merrill library/center
10 a.m.-noon/Debbie

14

Wallace library/center
10 a.m.-noon/Sue

Merrill library/center
4 - 6 p.m./Sandy

15

18

Library Closed

19

Library Closed

20

Library Closed

21

Hanukkah Begins

Library Closed

22

New Year's Day

31

25

Christmas Day

Library Closed

26

Library Closed

27

Library Closed

28

Library Closed

29




December Parent/Child Activities

Designed for children under age 4

Holiday Treasures Making Christmas Special:
Date: Monday, December 4 quily Fun
Time: 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Date: Tuesday, December 12
Place: Preschool Room Time: 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Prophetstown Elementary Place: Erie Elementary
and Celebrate the holidays by spending
Date: Thursday, December 7 time with your preschooler and your
Time: 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. family! We will have a variety of
Place: Nor ﬂf‘s'de School Gym activities for you to do together
Morrison _ . including some make and take items.
Spend time with your child making Hosted by Kathy
holiday ftreasures to share with
someone special. /'/ Y
Hosted by Laura and Debbie f 'gl m || 1

Holiday Memories
Make it in the library and take it home for the holidays.

Make memories when you spend time with your children at our "Holiday Work-
shops”. The P.A.T. Toy Lending Libraries at Merrill and Wallace will be filled
with holiday spirit when you come to make crafts and decorations to take home.
Join us for music, snacks and holiday fun.

Date: December 3, 7, 11, and 14 Time: 10 a.m. - 12 noon
Date:  December 6 Time: 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Place:  Wallace P.A.T. Library - Sterling

lg
Nt/
Date: December 5, 6, 12, and 13 Time: 10 a.m. - 12 noon '

Date:  December 14 Time: 4-6p.m. ~\ ’/’

Place:  Merrill P.A.T. Library - Rock -Falls

Hosted by Debbie, Linda, Janie, Mary, Dawn, Sue and Sandy



November Parent/Child Activities
Designed for children 4 and 5 years old

Homemade Holidays

You will be filled with the “Christmas
Spirit" as you and your child spend time
together making crafts, listening to hol-
iday music, and munching on cookies.

Homemade Holidays will be held in two
locations. Please attend the activity
that best fits your schedule.

Date: Friday, December 1

Time: 9:30 - 11:00 a.m.

Place: Room 20 - Wallace Ed. Cntr.
Sterling

Date: Friday, December 1
Time: 1:45 - 2:45 p.m.
Place: Cafeteria - Dillon School

Rock Falls N,
Hosted by Debbie @a

S

Holiday Treasures

Spend time with your child making holi-
day treasures to share with someone
special. Pack your own reindeer food and
make a gift with chocolate kisses.

Homemade Treasures will be held in
two locations. Please attend the activity
that best fits your schedule.

Date: Monday, December 4

Time: 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Place: Preschool Room
Prophetstown Elementary

Date: Thursday, December 7

Time: 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.

Place: Northside School Gym
Morrison

Hosted by Laura and Debbie

Homemade Christmas

Activities for all ages, so bring the entire family

Date: Thursday, December 14
Time: 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Place: Washington School Cafeteria, Sterling

Celebrate the holidays with your children. Come make holiday decorations and cards to
take home. All materials and supplies will be furnished.
Sponsored by Washington School and Parents As Teachers.

Hosted by Janie






